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Th e festive season always seems to bring out 
the best in our province, and so it will again, 
despite the extraordinary challenges of the 
past year. 

Our shared community spirit, and willing-
ness to work together for the common good, 
will guide us through these troubled times, 
just as surely as they will shine again this 
holiday season.

I am so proud of our citizens, charities and 
numerous other organizations throughout 
the province who have shown remarkable 
resilience and creativity in continuing their 
good works. Th ey refl ect the prairie ingenuity 
and dedication to purpose and to each other, 
that is so very Manitoban.

Neighbourhoods are aglow with seasonal 
light displays that bring a colourful sense of 
frivolity to the times, appealing especially to 
the young and young-at-heart. Our celebra-
tions might be a little diff erent this year, but 
the holiday spirit will certainly endure.

As the Queen’s representative in Manito-
ba, I am pleased to extend season’s greetings 
to all citizens, along with my best wishes for 
a safe and happy holiday. May the warmth of 
the season fi ll your hearts and your homes 
today, and throughout the coming year.

Holiday message from the Lieutenant-Governor

Manitoba
Lt.-Gov.
Janice Filmon

Dreamstime.com

Lt.-Gov. Janice Filmon calls for all Manitobans to celebrate their resilience and enjoy the 
holiday season.

At this time of year, I usually highlight how 
the holidays are fi lled with joyful celebra-
tions of many diff erent faiths and cultures, 
with various traditions, in our diverse neigh-
bourhood of Fort Richmond. And while I 
still hold these traditions and festivities dear, 
this year — this holiday season is unlike any 
other.  

Th is change cannot be ignored. We cannot 
be close to our loved ones in the same way 
we are used to. We cannot pop into shops 
and restaurants for supplies and treats as 
easily as before. Many are facing diffi  cult 
fi nancial decisions and have to stay far away 
from those they want to hold more than 

anything.
Th ere is the hopeful light of the COVID-19 

vaccine but it may be months before we have 
the level of protection needed to return to life 
as we knew it.

Yet, it is still important to mark traditions, 
hold our families and friends dear (virtually), 
and try to off er hope and connection when 
everything feels diff erent. I know many in 
our community are reaching out to oth-
ers, supporting charities with gifts or time, 
or kindly ordering a delivered meal for a 
neighbour.

Speaking of hope, there are caring families 
in Fort Richmond who act as foster parents, 
and the need for more. Th e need for safe, 
loving homes does not take a break, espe-
cially during uncertain times as these.  

If you have ever considered becoming a 
foster parent, or if you have some questions, 
my offi  ce will be hosting an informational 

Zoom meeting in the new year. Please reach 
out to my offi  ce  by calling 204-221-8881 or 
emailing contact@sarahguillemard.com and 
we will make sure to inform you when we 
have more information. 

Th ere is also a lot of valuable information 
on Th e Kinship and Foster Family Network 
of Manitoba website at www.kff nm.ca

Also, the small businesses in our commu-
nity which have been negatively aff ected by 
COVID-19 should know that the Manitoba 
Bridge Grant application deadline has been 
extended to Dec. 31. Home-based business-
es are now eligible to apply for this grant.  
Please see more information on my website 
or at www.manitoba.ca/supportsforbusiness

I wish you and your families all the best in 
2021.

For accurate and timely information sur-
rounding COVID-19 measures, please visit 
www.gov.mb.ca/covid19/index.html

Celebrate the holidays safely

FORT RICHMOND MLA
CONSTITUENCY 
REPORT

Sarah Guillemard


